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Bath & North East Core Strategy 2016-2020

Somerset Council

“Over the next four years | want to
lead a Council which puts the
interests of residents first”

Tim Warren



The Bath

Chronicle

NEWS

Little Bath support for the
Integrated" central library
wanted by the council

“B&NES’ interpretation of
the findings support its
wish to “integrate” library
and council services, but
an analysis of the findings
shows the numbers paint
a very different picture”

Amanda Cameron, Senior
Reporter, April 2017



cm&NothBast The Library is Moving

The library is moving to a new,
modern refurbished location opposite
the University innovation and study
centre on Manvers Strest close
{0 transport links and Southgate
shopping Centre.
It is not closing, it is moving.

o The public space will be equivalent

to the relevant liorary area }n the
Podium, laid out to Maximise




Bath & North East
Somerset Council

“It is our decision to make and we
will not flinch from that”

Martin Veal
Council Meeting, February 2017



HOUSES oF PARLIAMENT

< Tweet 'Z

&1 Frances Bellord < Tweet %

I @FrancesBellord

@bendbath When was the ~ & BenHowlett MP v
decision made to move the library . ©@bendbath

from the Podium to Manvers Street
made and why weren't the public

Replying to @caroambrose and @SaveBathLibrary

consulted? ' . .
210112017, 11281 my apologies. The Library will be
« B e = moving. Do send in your views to

. BenHowlett MP &-12/01/2017 @bathnes when feedback OpPEnNS.

Replying to @FrancesBellord

b before Christmas. Feedback on

plans due in coming weeks from 16/01/2017, 11:10 from London, England
@bathnes bathnes.gov.uk/services/



Bath & North East Fa |Se Statements

Somerset Council

“Your perception of a library is about a book,
well my perception is not like that. 9% of the
people that come into the current library are

either returning books or taking books out.”

Martin Veal
Bath Newseum January 2017



Bath & North East
Somerset Council

Borrowing books, CDs, DVDs for myself

Borrowing books CDs, DVDs with/for my children

Reading newspapers or books without borrowing

Computers

Attending activities for children

Photocopying

Wi-Fi

One Stop Shop Council services

Attending events for adults

Study space

Other

Cafe

Consulting a representative of another organisation (CAB, police, etc)
Borrowing books CDs, DVDs for someone else (e.g.friend/neighbour)

2015 Voicebox Survey

35%

22%
16%

15% -
13% Base 404 =
13%

11%

11%
9%
8%
6%
4%
4%



Bath & North East
Somerset Council

Unlawful Threats

“The service as it was will not be the same... but
to be honest we could have quite easily made
the decision to cut the library service
completely.”

Martin Veal
Bath Newseum,
January 2017



Public Libraries & Museums Act 1964

Local authorities have a
statutory duty ‘to
provide a
comprehensive and
efficient library service
for all persons’ in the
area that want to make
use of it




Bath & North East
Somerset Council

Unsubstantiated Savings Claims

“Modernising the library service will
contribute £800,000 a year”

Martin Veal
Bath Chronicle
December 2016



Comparison of Areas Between Podium & Lewis House

Bath Central Library - Podium Lewis House - Proposed Library
Existing Space: 2344m? Proposed Public Space: 83om?
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Bath & North East
Somerset Council

Residents are Wrong

“The Council has not
taken a decision”

B&NES Principal Solicitor
14 Feb 2017




Bath & North East 2020 ViSiOn

Somerset Council

‘B&NES will be internationally renowned
as a beautifully inventive C21st place,
where everyone is invited to think big to
create an extraordinary legacy for future
generations.’



BATH Will you commit to put residents first?
LIBRARIES

e Don’t tell us your solution (integration) is the only solution

* Working with us & librarians to ensure resident-led options are included
* Ensuring those options are evidence-based with full business case

* |nsisting cabinet members respond to correspondence within days

e Publicly correcting false or misleading statements to rebuild public trust



& carnegieuktrust.org.uk

Importance of libraries to the community and personally

2011 W 2016 Community  Personally S 201 |
Essential 16% ALMOST  of people say
. 13% : public libraries

Very important communities

3/ important for
4

2 libraries important
% /5 to themselves
o |

personally
2%
2% 15% P . L
I - :  Library users more likely to say libraries important
% 2% :

Not very important

Not at all important

1 for community and for themselves personally

Don’t know



